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.com Approaches 25th Anniversary 

VeriSign to Lead Year-Long Initiative to Recognize Innovators and Leaders That Have Shaped First 25 
Years of .com

MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA (Marketwire) - In March 1985, the first .com domain was registered, igniting the birth of the consumer 
Internet that, 25 years later, continues to transform communications, commerce and our society as a whole. 

Beginning in March 2010, VeriSign, the long-time operator of the .com domain, will lead an industry-wide initiative to recognize 
the innovators and leaders that have shaped the first 25 years of .com and in doing so transformed our economy and society. 
The celebration of "25 Years of .com" will kick off with a policy-focused event in Washington, DC on March 16.  

In conjunction with that event, VeriSign will also announce the creation of four $75,000 research grants that will be awarded to 
those who show the most promise to shape the next 25 years of .com. 

"In the past 25 years, the Internet has altered history and transformed lives around the globe. It has forever changed our 
relationships with the world around us by providing unprecedented access to people, places and information. The .com 
celebration is about honoring the innovators who have gotten us to where we are today and recognizing those who will help 
shape the next 25 years," said Mark McLaughlin, CEO, VeriSign. "Billions of times each day, VeriSign connects web sites and 
users, while helping to ensure the Internet revolution continues to unfold at its characteristically fast pace. We're proud of the 
role that VeriSign plays in enabling the .com infrastructure and in the role that our registrars play in providing the crucial 
platform and access to .com every day." 

Details on major events and initiatives: 

March 16: Policy Impact Forum, Washington, DC 

The Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center Amphitheater 

The Internet has been the source of -- and increasingly, the forum for -- some of the most interesting and controversial policy 
debates in recent times. Public policy has been challenged to keep up with the ever-evolving, fast-paced advances of the 
Internet and the often-perplexing economic and social questions that it raises.  

This day-long event will feature thought-provoking keynote speakers and two engaging panel discussions that will bring 
together innovators, entrepreneurs, visionaries and Internet users to reflect on how we got here; to discuss the significant 
impact of the Internet on our economy, society and environment; and to focus on what the future of .com will hold. 

.com 25 Awards 

.com would not be what it is today without the early innovators who paved the way. As part of this celebration, VeriSign will soon 
announce the top 75 people and companies who have made the most notable impact in shaping the Internet and ultimately, our 
world. From this list, a distinguished panel comprised of some of the Internet's most important influencers, will select the ".com 
25." Winners of the .com 25 will be announced at a gala event later this spring in San Francisco. 

A web site -- www.25yearsof.com -- will host a variety of multimedia content throughout the coming months, showcasing the 
innovators and entrepreneurs who have shaped the Internet. 25yearsof.com is a year-long celebration of Internet innovation, 
all of which can be followed at: 

Twitter: Keep up with our latest news at @25yearsofdotcom  

Facebook: Friend us at facebook.com/25yearsofdotcom  

Video: Watch people from leading Internet companies answer the question "How Do You .com?" at 25yearsof.com  

http://www.verisign.com/
http://www.25yearsof.com/
http://www.twitter.com/@25yearsofdotcom
http://www.facebook.com/25yearsofdotcom
http://www.25yearsof.com/


About VeriSign 

VeriSign, Inc. (NASDAQ: VRSN) is the trusted provider of Internet infrastructure services for the networked world. Billions of 
times each day, VeriSign helps companies and consumers all over the world engage in communications and commerce with 
confidence. Additional news and information about the company is available at www.verisign.com 

http://www.verisign.com/

